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Industrial Heritage and Regional Root Enterprises of Gyeongsangbuk-do 2013

No matter how great they may be, they all emerged from humble beginnings.

They lived simple and plain lives, but they had dreams. It was simply a way to
make a living, but they did not lose hope.

We feel proud of those who endured great hardships in Gyeongsangbuk-do, like
pine trees that endure frigid weather but retain their vigor.

Given this, we would like to find enduring family businesses and designate
them as Gyeongsangbuk-do’s industrial heritage. Furthermore, we wish to
find ways to preserve these businesses and help their owners find long-term
management solutions.

These family businesses project an old-world image and atmosphere while
their owners endure hardships and wisely manage their businesses. We express
our deepest respect and compliments to these family businesses that have been the
foundation of our regional economic development.

As we feel a special reverence for tradition, it is our goal to identify enduring
family businesses and designate them as Regional Root Enterprises in an effort to
support their sustainability as viable businesses that will proudly march into the
next century.
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Yeongyang Takju Joint begins steaming Hwﬁtbqp at 6 a.m. evertj mogifig. Godubap can tﬁ]p
3 haff—conﬁed,

a strong sour taste will develop; on the other hand, if the rice is-ovefeooett.its refreshing taste

obtained until soaked rice has sat long enoughinda steamer. 1f the soaked

will diminish. After some time, the first process-begiris at:8 a.m., which tncludes sedoping out
properly cooked godubap, cooling it down evenly, and making makgeolli by mixing it with
S C i o > P c e . ® 3 Jd.
nuruk. A morning breeze blowing into the modest space through small windows keeps on

creating a cloud of steam rising from the godubap in the dim incandescent light.
[€ - U (€ J [€

North Gyeongsang Province Industrial Heritage

Living Liqguor Museum

Yeongyang Takju™®" Jomnt

Yeongyang was called Goeun " a long time ago. It meant that Yeongyang
was a great place to live in seclusion away from the world and to get lost in
meditation looking for the meaning of life or communing with the beautiful
nature. Therefore, many patriotic martyrs and virtuous scholars were born in this
place. It also produced a large number of writers because the outstanding shape
of the mountains and its geographical features made Yeongyang a good place for

learning. That’s why people called Yeongyang Munhyang '

This so-called inland island is a remote area, where the natural environment
remains intact, and it presents humans with the wisdom to reflect on the journey of
life. Clear water and refreshing wind permeate the minds of people. A region with
good tasting water has good flavored liquor, and the region with good flavored

liquor has good-hearted people. The oldest Korean makgeolli brewery is in

1. Takju (/&ifi) is a Korean unrefined rice wine in contrast to the clear cheongju. Tak (/&) means “cloudy” or
“murky” and ju (;#5) means alcohol

2. Go (&) means “old” and eun (&) means hiding someone (or something) in a place where the person (or it)
can't easily be seen or found

3. Munhyang (32%§) means writers” hometown. Mun (D) refers to letters or texts and hyang (%) refers to one’s
hometown.
4. Makgeolli is Korean traditional liquor (Korean rice wine). It is made from a mixture of wheat and rice, which

gives it a milky, off-white color, and sweetness
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“The taste of Yeongyang Saeng Makgeolli is not that special. ts color is half yellowish

and ﬁag[ mi(Ey white now that rice and wheat ﬂour are mixed in a s to 5 ratio. Without a
tangy, refreshing, or strong taste, Yeongyang Saeng Makgeolli simply tastes somewhat sweet
and somewhat cool. However, once you acquire a taste for it, it leaves a good aftertaste in your
mouth. That is, Yeongyang Saeng Makgeolli has a subtle savory taste that makes people smack
their [ips after they drink it. It goes well with people of all ages. People can enjoy drinking
makgeolli while working in the fields and it also goes well with meals. 1t’s also good on raiy
days and even under the burning sun. 1f you drink it with good old friends, it will also [eave a
long-lasting pleasant aftertaste in your mouth much like the long history of this brewery. This
is why Yeongyang Saeng Makgeolli is loved by the people of Yeongyang.
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Yeongyang Takju Joint

Yeongyang. The sound of godubap being steamed and liquor being fermented
comes from Yeongyang Brewery Inc. which adheres to its 88-year history by

beginning every morning just like its first day.

In the historical records of Yeongyang-gun there is one that reads Yeongyang
Brewery “SINCE 19257, but it has been registered as founded in 1926 because
business licensing was often earlier than the registration. How has the brewery
been in Yeongyang, an inland island, for such a long time? There were a lot of
makgeolli breweries in Yeongyang in the past. Currently, there are less than
20,000 residents in Yeongyang, but in 1960 the population of Yeongyang was over
75,000. There weren’t any factories in this area at that time, but it was well known
for tobacco and pepper farming just as it is now. That’s why makgeolli sales peak
during the busy farming season from spring through fall. It’s hard to imagine
farmers drinking strong soju” while working in the fields, and they don’t like
drinking beer either as it loses its taste when it’s not cold enough. People became
thirsty after drinking beer or cider’, but this was not the case for makgeolli even in
the days when refrigerators were not common. Makgeolli was called nongju’ " in
the old days because it was farmers' wine. Makgeolli is a kind of energy-boosting
liquor in Korea because it helps people quench their thirst and even makes them
feel full when they drink it. It also has a low percentage of alcohol. This explains
how Yeongyang Brewery has had such a long history. Another reason for the
brewery’s long-lasting history is that people in their 60s and 70s drink Makgeolli
more than any other age groups because they have nostalgia for the taste of old
makgeolli and they’ve gotten used to its taste.

Only prestigious or wealthy families were given permission to run makgeolli

1. Godubap is hard-cooked rice. It consists of rice cooked in a steamer with a minimal amount of water.
2.Soju is a distilled beverage native to Korea.
3. Cider is a Korean carbonated soft drink {lemon-lime soda).

4. Nong (£) means farming and ju (&) means alcohol. Therefore, nongju (EE) refers to the liquor farmers
drink while farming, that is, farmer’s liquor.
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Jumo (seed mash) is seen inside the small [iquor
yotteries‘ It becomes the base material for maEing
(iquor Ey Eeing mixed and fermented with nuruk
and steamed rice. When it is stirred with a wooden
spoon, yeast ﬁmguses become more active, and thick
bubbles rise to the sm’face. It’s tm(y [ike watcﬁing
the creation qf ﬁfe‘ qt is created into real maEgeo[ﬁ
on[}/ after going tﬁrougﬁ a [ong process of Eeing
mixed with cﬁﬁ(erent ingrea(ients and fresﬁ water.

industries or other infrastructures during the Japanese Colonial era . Those
given permission were the community leaders from powerful families such as
the Lee, Jo, or Oh clans. In 1930, the number of business owners in the alcohol
industry reached 15 in Yeongyang-gun. At first, the breweries in this region made
cheongju’ " but after liberation from J apan they began to make takju instead. In
1971, the breweries that were dotted around the region finally merged into today’s
Yeongyang Dongbu Brewery. Its official name was Yeongyang Brewing Inc. Later,
in 1988, the name changed to Yeongyang Brewing Ltd. The brewery was booming

at that time and was crowded with about 10 workers.

Gwon Si-muk (67 years old), the current president of Yeongyang Takju
Joint, took over the family business after his grandfather, Gwon Sang-mok. The
original home of the generations before him was Daksil Village in Bonghwa,
where Chungjae Gwon Beol's old house resides. His great-grandfather found
his daughter-in-law from the Hanyang Jo clan in Jusil Village in Yeongyang.
His grandfather ended up living in Yeongyang and started a brewery there.
Then his father took over the family business. After his father passed away, the

current president, Gwon Si-muk, came down to Yeongyang to take over his

1. The period of Japanese colonial rule in Korea from 1910 to 1945.

2. Cheongju (;5/E) refers to clear rice liquor produced by filtering the fermented mash with a view to achieving a
better taste and fragrance. Cheong (j%) means “clear” and ju (&) means alcohol.

3. Originally, the village has been called Dalsil Village but the name was changed to Daksil Village on the way.
This is a historic site of Chungjae Gwon Beol.

4. Chungjae Gwon Beol (1478-1548) was an important civil minister during the reign of King Jungjong of the
Joseon Dynasty.
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family's business after living in Seoul for 30 years. It is said that he received a
lot of financial assistance from his grandfather. For example, he graduated from
a university in Seoul thanks to his grandfather. This indicates that the makgeolli
industry was booming at that time. Gwon got tongue cancer in 1988 and recovered
after the operation; however, he says that he has to chew gum all the time because
his salivary glands get dry easily. He poured out his heart: “I even envy dogs
salivating.” In addition to this, there was another problem. Little by little makgeolli
was sliding into decline as beer, whiskey, and soju became more popular. People
started drinking makgeolli again as makgeolli became part of a craze for healing
and well-being; however, the so-called Spring Autumn and Warring States period
of makgeolli ensued nationwide as the policy that restricted the supply area of
makgeolli was lifted. As a result, small scale breweries are taking a backseat to
many breweries run by large scale enterprises these days, and they are fighting
desperately against those large scale breweries. Mr. Gwon, however, has his own
creed-he won't give up running the brewery even though he's not making any
profits from brewing makgeolli. That’s because he doesn’t want to betray the trust
of the local residents and thirsty souls who have been drinking Yeongyang takju
all the while. Another reason is that he can’t suddenly close down his brewery as
it is the only enterprise of Yeongyang from the olden days. Therefore, Yeongyang
Takju Joint still ferments liquor every day.

At Yeongyang Takju the vestiges of Japanese-style buildings still remain, which
makes the history of a bygone age come alive. The structure of the building is just
as it was 88 years ago. When you step into the entrance, the wooden sign hung
in the middle of a cement pillar that says ““Yeongyang Takju Joint Management
Committee” will catch your eye. Divided square windows indicate the vestige

of Japanese-style buildings, and there is a little space in front of the windows. It

1. The Warring States period, also known as the Era of Warring States, is a period in ancient China following the
Spring and Autumn period and concluding with the victory of the state of Qin in 221 B.C., creating a unified
China under the Qin Dynasty. The Spring Autumn and Warring States period is the name embracing the two
eras
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This old sign above the S[iafing door, on which
‘q’éﬁeyﬁone 6’ is written, tells }Jeoy(e the ﬁistory
qf this house. “Te(ejgﬁone 6’ shows Yeongyang's
image of the a(ays when there were on[y 10
te(e};ﬁones in Yeongyang-gun. Q’é&zpﬁones were
mre(y owned Ey the 3enem[ }Jqpu[ation in those
d'ays. Among the te[ejoﬁone numbers, No. 1 to
No. 5 were used in governmenm[ oﬁ%es and No.
6, the ﬁ’rst number available for civilians, was

used in this E‘rewe‘ry‘ This demonstrates how
im}]ormnt this Brewery was in Yeongyang-gun‘ In those Jays, running a Brewe‘ry, a saw mill,
or a rice mill meant an aﬂuent ﬁfe, and the sign with ‘G’Zzﬁz}zﬁone 6’ on it shows the status this

6rewery feld at that time.

was a bicycle station for delivering liquor in its heyday. Since orders were backed
up, the space was always full of bicycles with luggage carriers lined up to deliver
makgeolli. At that time, makgeolli was delivered in large wooden pails, not in
bottles as is now. Liquor barrels made of plastic appeared later and then in 1988 all
liquor had to be sold in bottles under the national policy enacted to welcome the
1988 Seoul Olympics. The latches used to hang liquor barrels on those bicycles at

that time remained hung but weren't used anymore.

White stains of makgeolli can be seen here and there like a pattern on the
sliding door. The blue-colored sign that says “Liquor Manufacturing Industry No.”
is hung next to the sliding door, although the paint has come off so one is not able
to read the number written on the signboard. This old sign above the sliding door,
on which “Telephone 6’ is written, tells people the history of this house. ‘Telephone
6’ shows Yeongyang’s image of the days when there were only 10 telephones in
Yeongyang-gun. Telephones were rarely owned by the general population in those

days. Among the telephone numbers, No. 1 to No. 5 were used in governmental
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offices and No. 6, the first number available for civilians, was used in this brewery.
This demonstrates how important this brewery was in Yeongyang-gun. In those
days, running a brewery, a saw mill, or a rice mill meant an affluent life, and the

sign with ‘Telephone 6’ on it shows the status this brewery held at that time.

‘When you open the squeaky sliding door and go inside the brewery, you get to
see a ceiling higher than you anticipated. There is a liquor bottling machine that
has recently been installed. After placing an empty bottle under it, if you turn on
the tap on the machine like a faucet, it will fill the bottle with liquor. Liquor bottles
and empty boxes are piled up inside the building. The walls don't have any cracks
in them although the paint has come off. Rare red pine trees from the Amnok-gang
River were used to make the inner pillars and the threshold that people cross over
to enter the room. The roof of the building has a sturdy structure that can even
withstand earthquakes, and people might be able to guess the time in which it was
built from the wooden nails used for the joints of the building. The building didn't
use iron nails. Even though the threshold is worn out, there aren't many scratches
on it. If you smack the threshold, it will feel as hard as stone. The threshold is just
like it was in the old days. It's not even worm-eaten. The taste of makgeolli seems
to be engrained in the wood, which might have not only smelled makgeolli but
also tasted it. That’s why it smells and tastes like makgeolli. It seems that only the
building knows how old this brewery is. If you visit this place for the first time, the
inside of the building, filled with the unique smell of makgeolli, will welcome you,
and it will arouse your curiosity about the makgeolli being made in this brewery.
Taking a backseat to new plastic boxes made to ferment nuruk , wooden boxes are

now stacked in idleness along the wall.

If you go into the office, you will find an old abacus on a desk covered with

1. Nuruk means an enzyme for brewing Korean wines like makgeolli
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Gwon Si-muk (67 years old), the current Joresiafent of Yeongyang T aéju Joint, took over
the famify business cﬁer his farﬁer }Jassed away who succeeded it from his gmmgfatﬁeh Gwon
Sang-moE.

‘Mr. Gwon ‘Bu—wung (73 vears ofd), factary manager,
has been ﬁrewing maﬁgeoffi here for about 50 years. His
hometown is also Yeongyang. He started worﬁing here
‘rigﬁt afrer finisﬁing school ([uring his childhood and
came back again afrer his mi(imry service. ﬂ[tﬁaugﬁ
the owner of the Erewery and the times have cﬁange«f,
Gwon Bu-wung has been ever the same. He has a mi(ﬁy-
white face, kind eyes, and a gentfe smile that attracts
yeo})[e to him. He looks (ike he’s onfy in his (ate 60s even
tﬁougﬁ he is actua((y in his ear(y 70s. Togetﬁer with the
yresid'ent, fie does the work of three men from maEing
maﬁgeoffi to &ﬁvering it without cﬁﬁficu(ty
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Gwon ﬁu-wung gets red in the face as he cﬁanges the Briquerres in the stove located in the

middle of the room Jfust in time, and the surrounc{ings ﬁgﬁr up. The room fee[s very cozy, and
it surefy isa }Jerﬁzcr }J(ace for [iquor to fermenr. The sound (f fiquor in active fermenmtion can
even be heard. When 1 get my ear close to a row of ﬁquor jugs made of stainless steel, ﬁ'quor
bubbles up inside the jugs and gets warm in the fermenmtion process, 6rea£ing the silence. In
some of the J’ugs, the fermenmrion fas been going on for a week while in others it is commg to

an end aﬁer remining its warmth for about 10 afays.

dust. The space behind it is separated by a 3-paneled sliding wooden door. Inside
is the safe where the history of this house remains hidden intact. The safe, first
used during the period of Japanese rule, is as sturdy as ever. It was the very place
in which money, various books, and valuables were stored when the financial
business hadn't been developed. That is, it was storage for treasure. It is said that
one day there was a robbery in the brewery and the thief tried to open the safe;
however, he ended up just turning away after failing to open it. Asahi Ginkko,
the company name still left on the safe, makes people feel unknowable sadness.
According to Mr. Gwon, Japanese tourists particularly show a lot of interest in the

safe.
Yeongyang Takju Joint begins steaming godubap at 6 a.m. every morning.

Godubap can’t be obtained until soaked rice has sat long enough in a steamer. If

the soaked rice is half-cooked, a strong sour taste will develop; on the other hand,
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if the rice is overcooked its refreshing taste will diminish. After some time, the first
process begins at 8 a.m., which includes scooping out properly cooked godubap,

cooling it down evenly, and making makgeolli by mixing it with nuruk.

A morning breeze blowing into the modest space through small windows keeps
on creating a cloud of steam rising from the godubap in the dim incandescent light.
The steam makes the whole space hazy and blocks people’s view; thus, the two
men scooping out godubap are seen only in silhouette. One of the two is Gwon
Bu-wung (73 years old), a factory manager who has been brewing makgeolli here
for about 50 years. His hometown is also Yeongyang. He started working here
right after finishing school during his childhood and came back again after his
military service. Although the owner of the brewery and the times have changed,
Gwon Bu-wung has been ever the same. He has a milky-white face, kind eyes, and
a gentle smile that attracts people to him. He looks like he’s only in his late 60s
even though he is actually in his early 70s. Together with the president, he does
the work of three men from making makgeolli to delivering it without difficulty.
Perhaps, that is why the taste of makgeolli from this brewery has always stayed the

same.

Then he guided me to another room. I could feel the warmth of the room on my
face. The unique smell that’s given off when makgeolli is fermented stimulates the
inside of my nose, and in this quiet space, makgeolli is at the peak of fermentation.
That is, this is the very room where liquor is fermented. The thermometer on
the wall reads 20 degrees Celsius. Making nuruk is important, and therefore it is
important to maintain the right temperature, at which nuruk can be fermented most
deliciously. For that reason, this room is warm in winter and cool in summer. The

wall and the ceiling of this place are unique. The two-layered wall filled with rice
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husks is almost 1 meter thick, which helps maintain a constant room temperature.

Gwon Bu-wung gets red in the face as he changes the briquettes in the stove
located in the middle of the room just in time, and the surroundings light up. The
room feels very cozy, and it surely is a perfect place for liquor to ferment. The
sound of liquor in active fermentation can even be heard. When I get my ear close
to a row of liquor jugs made of stainless steel, liquor bubbles up inside the jugs and
gets warm in the fermentation process, breaking the silence. In some of the jugs,
the fermentation has been going on for a week while in others it is coming to an

end after retaining its warmth for about 10 days.

In front of those jugs, there are small liquor potteries and inside the potteries is
seed mash . It becomes the base material for making liquor by being mixed and
fermented with nuruk and steamed rice. When it is stirred with a wooden spoon,
yeast funguses become more active, and thick bubbles rise to the surface. It’s truly
like watching the creation of life. It is created into real makgeolli only after going
through a long process of being mixed with different ingredients and fresh water.

In fact, public access to this place is strictly restricted.

Yeongyang Saeng Makgeolli~ is not made using the old ways. This brewery
gradually modernized the containers of Yeongyang Saeng Makgeolli. There is an
old well that doesn’t dry up even during droughts. The workers dug the well inside
the brewery to make it easier to draw water for brewing. The water is cold and
rich in minerals even during droughts; therefore, the secret of Yeongyang Saeng
Makgeolli lies not only in the brewing skills of the factory manager who has been

working here for about 50 years but also in the taste of its water.
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The taste of Yeongyang Saeng Makgeolli is not that special. Its color is half
yellowish and half milky white now that rice and wheat flour are mixed in a 5 to
5 ratio. Without a tangy, refreshing, or strong taste, Yeongyang Saeng Makgeolli
simply tastes somewhat sweet and somewhat cool. However, once you acquire
a taste for it, it leaves a good aftertaste in your mouth. That is, Yeongyang Saeng
Makgeolli has a subtle savory taste that makes people smack their lips after they
drink it. It goes well with people of all ages. People can enjoy drinking makgeolli
while working in the fields and it also goes well with meals. It’s also good on
rainy days and even under the burning sun. If you drink it with good old friends, it
will also leave a long-lasting pleasant aftertaste in your mouth much like the long
history of this brewery. This is why Yeongyang Saeng Makgeolli is loved by the
people of Yeongyang. Like makgeolli in general, Yeongyang Saeng Makgeolli
has 6% ABV . Yeongyang Saeng Makgeolli is made from 50% rice and 50%
wheat flour even though it’s found on a bottle marked 100% wheat flour. After the
Korean government amended the Liquor Tax Act in 1961 and it was prohibited to
use rice in 1966, makgeolli was made only from wheat flour. Since the ban was
lifted in 1990 and the price of rice fell afterwards, the percentage of ssal makgeolli-

started to increase again. Nevertheless, the president says that he still uses the
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Yeongyang ‘faﬁju Joint was
introduced as the urcﬁety})e of
maEgeoffi ina t{aify newspaper. The
recent y{yﬂufan’ty of maégeo[ﬁ' ﬁeﬁas

it to recover its commonness among
}Jeo}afe
leftover labels produced before the ban was lifted. If you go to this brewery in

1. ABV is the abbreviation of alcohol by volume. It's a standard measure of how much alcohol is contained in an
alcoholic beverage

2. Ssal is the Korean word for rice.

242

Yeongyang Takju Joint

person to buy makgeolli, you can buy a bottle of makgeolli for 750 won. If you
drink makgeolli in a market or at a restaurant, you have to pay 1,500 won for
a bottle of makgeolli, but it comes with plenty of side dishes, which shows the
generosity of the people of Yeongyang.

> Address : 550-6, Dongbu-ri, Yeongyang-eup, Yeongyang-gun, Gyeongsangbuk-do

>Phone : (054)682-1501

>Founded in 1926

>Selected as one of North Gyeongsang Province Industrial Heritages and Local Root

Companies.

Nearby Tourist Attractions

There are a lot of places that are worth visiting in Yeongyang. For example, there
are Bonggammojeon five-story stone pagoda (Naional Treasure No. 17); Seoseok-
ji Garden, one of the most beautiful private gardens; Nami-po Port, where the
Banbyeoncheon Stream and the Cheongyecheon Stream meet and where the
legend of General Nam-i has been passed down; Dudeul Village where Jang Gye-
hyang’, the author of Eumsik Dimibang" lived; and Jusil Village where the poet Jo
Ji-hun was born and raised. In Yeongyang, you can also witness the magnificent
topography of llweol-san Mountain. This mountain got its name because among the
inland areas, it is the first place that people can see the sun and the moon of the day.

(Visit Yeongyang County Office’s homepage at www.yyg.go.kr for more information.)

1. Jang Gye-hyang was a virtuous woman and in the noble yangban class

2. Emsik Dimibang is a cookbook written in the Joseon Dynasty. It is the root of Korean traditional cuisine
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Local Root Company

Fifty Years of Adhering to the Traditional Method

The Andong
Daeheung Food

Most people over fifty will remember the sound of the taffy-seller's scissors.
Back in the day when there was not much to eat, taffy was the number one treat
amongst children. The moment the sound of the taffy-seller was heard from the
entrance of the neighborhood, children would turn their homes inside out in search
of junk to sell in exchange for taffy. Such things as empty bottles, skewers, worn-
out rubber shoes, and broken cauldron lids were not trash but treasure for children.
On a school field day, taffy sellers would occupy the shade of sycamore trees
without fail, and they would even tag along on field trips. Taffy held a special place
in children’s heart. “The taffy-breaking game” will also sound familiar to many. It
involves betting on the size of the air bubbles in the round stick taffy, and it brings
back childhood memories of watching the game with enthralled eyes.
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The Fenot Dachewng Food that Opened in Andony

Taffy was once a national sweet delight, but slowly became a forgotten food in
the midst of Korea's economic boom as many different varieties of snacks came
out. However, in Andong there is a “taffy shop” that keeps the memories of old
times intact. It is the “Daeheung Food” located in Anheung-dong, Andong that
opened in 1962. This taffy shop, the only one left standing, was opened by the
Mr. Kim Young-wook (age 67)’s father, the late Kim Yong-baek. In June, 1968
Daeheung Foods was first registered for food manufacturing in Andong, and it was
recorded on the first page of the ledger of the Andong tax office. Although it was
officially registered in 1969, the taffy shop was open long before that.

In those days, a taffy store could only be run together with a junk shop. Cash
was scarce at that time, and thus junk was bartered for taffy. Based on the fact that
at one time around 10 taffy stores thrived in Andong, North Gyeongsang Province,
we can get an idea of their once great popularity. There were about 30 snack
factories back then in Andong. Among them were approximately ten factories that
made traditional snacks such as oil-and-honey pastries or candy.

After the Korean War, scrap metal could be found lying about. These pieces
were reprocessed to make agricultural machines or pumping machinery to draw
water. The contribution the taffy sellers made in collecting metal could not be
ignored as the once agrarian society was shifting toward an industrial one. The
accumulated scrap metal was sold to foundries for cash. The foundries then
manufactured cauldrons, plows, and other things by melting the metal down.
During that time, the current president of the Dacheung Food, Kim Young-wook,
helped the family business. It was natural for him to roll up his sleeves and help
his father after school. Excluding his years of military service, his whole life has

revolved around taffy.
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The Andong Daeheung Food

President Kim Young-wooé of
“Daeﬁeung Food“ in ﬂncfong‘ He
continues to maintain the traditional
method of maéing grain syrup. Refusing
to give in to mass yroa(uction, fie has
been able to maintain his business with

CO‘HﬁC{EHC&

After his discharge from the army in 1967, along with his father, Kim built
a building with his own two hands in the present-day location of Ogya-dong
(Youngho 3-gil), to which the taffy shop moved. Two years later in January,
1969 the current president of the Dacheung Food, Kim Young-wook, inherited
the business. Although Kim Yong-baek took a step back from the business, he
continued to work in the taffy factory helping his son.

At that time there were 15 workers making taffy, and 20 going around selling
it. Every morning the taffy sellers' handcarts and A-framed carriers would line up
in the yard. Not many jobs were available at that time, and a lot of people were
searching for work. The business never went short of wo rkers. Once in a while

there were accidents. Occasionally, there were people who filled up their handcarts
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A The kudzu (arrowroot) and sm’gﬁum grain syrup made in the Daeﬁeung Food. It has a

SOJ[E', Eut afe@ﬂ'avor wﬁicﬁ is aﬁﬁ(erentfrom ord'inary syru}: tﬁat on[y tastes sweet.

with taffy and never came back. Other times someone would bring a cannonball
with detonators not yet exploded, and people were injured or maimed by the
explosions. Such accidents happened as frequently as once a year. Such seemingly

never-ending tragedies were reported from time to time until the 1970s.

On the Decline

The once thriving taffy factory began to decline as people's lives became
more abundant, and different varieties of snacks started to appear in the 1980s.
Daeheung Food also thought of closing its doors at that time. However, Kim

Young-wook felt responsible for his father, and for the livelihood of his workers.
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The Andong Daeheung Food

It was not easy for Kim Young-wook to make a resolute decision. Besides, if he
closed the shop there wouldn't be anything else for them to do for a living. He had
dedicated his entire life to taffy and was apprehensive about starting a new career.
He decided that charting his future path in an uncertain field was foolish. He chose
to persevere in the family business. He had no choice but to believe in himself,
and he also tried to make changes in his business to meet the real demand in the
market. Most importantly, he strongly believed that his products made through
the traditional method would always be much better than those that were mass
produced in factories. He then started making grain syrup from diverse agricultural
products to create an additional source of revenue. After a while the business
started to recover. However, big companies started to pour out grain syrup into the
market, which caused the taffy shops that had barely kept themselves afloat to go

out of business.

Adhering to the Traditional Method

Kim Young-wook of “Daeheung Food” adheres to the traditional method of the
Joseon Dynasty in making grain syrup. He holds a firm belief that traditional foods
will never disappear, and he was able to maintain his business because his business
stood its ground without relying on loans. From the very beginning, there was
no way to compete with the grain syrup made by the major companies in price.
Therefore, even though Daeheung Food's grain syrup is a bit pricey, consumers
can distinguish the effort that is put in to making high quality goods. Mr. Kim still
works long hours. He leaves home for work early in the morning when it was still
dark, and he returns home late under the stars. Likewise, his entire family has put

everything into Dacheung Food. Wrestling with grain syrup, or artificial honey,
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they don't even notice the time passing. Some days, Kim falls asleep hunched
up in a corner of the factory. Countless times, he has burned his hands in the 150
°C hot taffy during the process of making fires, and boiling and brewing it in a
cauldron. He has also exerted himself to develop diverse products. For example,
he started making different kinds of grain syrup from kudzu and sorghum 20 years
ago. In order to reduce production costs, others often sought cheaper ingredients.
However, Mr. Kim was different. For example, he insisted on using corn when
the government provided rice aid to the North, and he started using rice again for
grain syrup when the rice supply to North Korea came to a halt. This is the kind of
ingenuity and perseverance that has kept this family business going for nearly 50
years.

Daeheung Food has begun to slowly find its place in Korea's modern landscape.
As people have become more concerned about their health, they have started to
look for wholesome foods instead of mass-produced ones. Besides, people have
nostalgia for their youth. Therefore, as the grain syrup often reminds people of
their hometowns, the number of orders from people now living in urban areas
in particular has dramatically increased. Daecheung Food now has many regular
customers, and now it seems to have a promising future. Those living in the
neighborhood often drop by the factory to buy things as well. This is in large part
due to the fact that Kim sticks to the traditional way of making grain syrup. He
cannot even think about manufacturing his products in mass quantities. Moreover,
he knows that he should not bite off more than he could chew. Through these
efforts, his grain syrup was even given the honor of being registered in the “Japanese
Trade Corporation.” Since grain syrup was not produced in Japan, Japanese traders
came to place orders in large quantities. However, he passed up the opportunity.
Due to the fact that he makes grain syrup the traditional way, he could not meet the
delivery deadlines. Although the money was tempting, he did not want to make
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The Andong Daeheung Food

A fDaeﬁeung Food in Ogya-d’ong, EAmﬁmg-sL The sign that shows the
remains qf the old times. There is a trace of once munufucturing fofE

ttzﬂy. 1t currentfy }mufuces gmin syrup.
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products half-heartedly. This was the motivation that has allowed the present-day
Daeheung Food to thrive. Famous Korean companies once sent representatives to
learn Kim’s method of making grain syrup, and he willingly passed his knowledge
to them. This would not be comprehensible to someone with a closed mind. It

shows how much confidence he has in his products.

The grain syrup here is made by mixing ingredients from rice, corn, sorghum,
kudzu, and other ingredients with water, and by using enzymes to break down
the proteins. It is then alternated between high and low temperatures at regular
intervals for 5 hours. Then it goes through the process of saccharification
(fermentation) at a very high temperature for 10 hours. After this process malt is
added. Finally, it is compressed to filter out impurities. In this process, it passes
through a fine-particle presser, which sifts out all the impurities. After 8 hours of
boiling at over 200°C, the material gets concentrated and finally becomes fine-
colored grain syrup with high sugar content. Since this entire process is done by
hand, it cannot be done without the utmost devotion put into it. Therefore, it has no
comparison with other grain syrups on the market that only highlights sweet flavor.
Kim’s grain syrup has a soft, yet deep taste. Unlike those mass-produced in haste,
this particular grain syrup can only be made after staying up all night and can only
be made in small quantities. That is why people desire it despite its costly price.
The medical effectiveness of grain syrup was recorded in Heo Jun's Donguibogam,
a Korean medical encyclopedia. It has superior effectiveness on blocked bronchial
tubes and is also good for preventing and treating colds. It used for cooking, and

people also drink it as tea. Since it does not contain any preservatives, it should be
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kept refrigerated after it is purchased. Taking one or two spoons of the syrup on
an empty stomach is also known to be good for your health. In addition, it can be
used instead of sugar and it also tastes great on bread or garae-tteok, a kind of rice
cake. People have come to enjoy grain syrup in many different ways.

The number of regular customers is increasing, and more people are beginning
to value grain syrup made in the traditional way. Mr. Kim wishes to keep his
business as a family business, and is looking for a way to persuade his son-in-
law who currently works for a large Korean company to continue the family's
work. Although the current business may seem to be doing well enough, it would
be difficult to expand it successfully into a medium-sized business without being
equipped with the skills and passion for the product. In any case, we hope that
Daeheung Food will continue to capture the attention of customers with its clean
and rich flavor. We also keep our fingers crossed for this family business which has

persevered to keep the traditional way of making grain syrup alive.

> Address : 345-2 Ogya-dong, Andong-si, Gyeongsangbuk-do

>Phone : (054) 853-6587

I>Founded in 1969 (registered as food manufacturing business license No.1 in the city of
Andong, 1968)

> Local Root Company in North Gyeongsang Province

Nearby tourist attractions

Andong, as a place of Confucianism, has a lot of cultural assets such as Byeongsan
Seowon Academy, Dosan Seowon Academy, Hahoe Folk Village, Hahoe Mask
Museum, Bongjeong-sa Temple, Sinsedong Seven Story Brick Pagoda (National
Treasure No. 16), Gunja-jeong at Imcheong-gak Old House, etc. Please visit Andong

City Hall website at www.andong.go.kr for more information.
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Local Root Company

The pioneer of Andong salted mackerels

Samsung Fisheries

As 1 open the refrigerator in the middle of the night feeling thirsty /
There in the corner is a mackerel that is salted /1 can hear my mother’s
soft snores /1 guess my mother intended to grill the mackerel / There she
sleeps in comfort after seasoning the mackerel in salt/ Tomorrow morning 1

will get to eat a gri(fec{ mackerel.

These lyrics are translated from the song “My Mother and the Mackerel” by
singer Kim Chang-hwan. This song is poignant because for many of us the thought
of our mothers naturally leads to the thought of mackerels. Mackerels remind us
of food cooked by our mother at home. It was a time when one mackerel on the
table felt equal to food eaten by a king in a palace. When it became famous is a
mystery, but there is a saying that the price of octopus and mackerels are decided

in Andong. The light tasting Andong salted dry mackerels have long been the
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traditional food of the home of the Yangban (aristocrats) class. However, it is a
dish that has long been enjoyed by everyone; from aristocrats to servants. The
people of Andong knew no other fish but the Andong salted mackerels. They loved
mackerels that much. When visiting Andong, the tour truly ends only after eating

the “salted mackerel set.”

The Onigin of Andong ealted dry mackerels

In the not too distant past, transportation was still inconvenient. Consuming
fresh seafood in Andong, an inland region, was impossible. Therefore, people who
lived in inland areas cured many seafood items so they wouldn't spoil easily and
could be eaten for a longer period of time. Saury and Herring were consumed after
being dried and there was no choice but to eat mackerels, cutlass fish, and sharks
by seasoning them with salt. Compared to other kinds of fish, mackerels were
cheaper since they were so abundant. Moreover, they were very nutritious, which
was a great benefit to people who often struggled to get proper nutrition.

However, supply in Andong was often low compared to demand. Effective
transportation was not developed 50~60 years ago. To get to the East Sea from
Andong, people had to carry a load on their back or pull an ox cart in order to get
to Ganggu, Pyunghae, or Chooksan in Yeongdeok. Upon arriving at these coastal
towns and loading up with the precious mackerels, they had to go back the same
way they had come. These intrepid transporters would be lucky if they happened
to get a ride on a charcoal engine car operated by using charcoal as its fuel, or on a
coal wagon moved by burning coal.

At dawn, they would leave carrying their cargo on their backs or loading it onto

ox carts. After they traveled down around winding road which is about 78.6 km
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Samsung Fisheries

The late Mr. Lee ’Keong-éi. He first J’umyed’
/ | in the mackerel business at the age of 17. The
‘ , Sumsung Fisheries’ ﬂnafong salted t{ry mackerels
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long and passed Hwangjangjae, an area that links Yeongdeok and Cheongsong,
they would arrive at Jinbo Shinchon village. By then the sun would have already
set and the sky would be dark. That's when they could fill their hungry stomachs
and rest their exhausted bodies from the long trip. However, this is not where the
story ends. Inevitably, they would have to pass the steep Gujuryeong area, and pass
through Changsujae in Yeonghae and Baekam from Uljin.

They would wake up at dawn the next day and leave when the moon was
still shining in Seocheon. They would once again have to pass Garaet-jae,
which connects Cheongsong and Andong. Then they would arrive at Chaegeori
marketplace at Imdong and sell their mackerels. At this point, although it may
slightly differ according to the season, the eyes of the mackerels would become
blurry as the intestines of the mackerels would start to go sour. This is the moment
that can't be missed. The enzyme that comes out at this time enhances the flavor of
the fish, so the belly is cut to remove the intestine and the first seasoning is done
with a thick layer of salt. After being seasoned a second time and left to ripen for a
certain period, the Andong salted dry mackerels are produced at last.

Since the mackerels had to be transported for two whole days, many things
happened. The distance between Andong and Yeongdeok is 80km. Today it takes
only about an hour in a car. However, at that time a special familiarity was felt

towards the residents they came across while carrying their bundles or pulling their
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ox carts. Stables and inns were prevalent at the Imdong Chaegeori marketplace.
No trace can be seen now because everything was submerged when the Imha dam
was built, but the noisy marketplace is easy to imagine. Carriers with mackerels
on their backs boiled rice near the stream as they eased their legs. They would then
come across a village and stay for the night. Some froze to death on cold winter
days. The mackerel is truly a symbol of poverty and the sorrows of life. For the
people who carried the mackerels the journey was a source of constant anxiety.
During that time the hills swarmed with bandits. They would have to go back the
way they came crying after the mackerels they had carried with so much effort
were robbed. Additionally when they happened to get a ride on a coal engine
wagon or a charcoal engine car and came across a steep hill, the car would often
get stuck. This method of transport was even slower than people walking on foot.
Bandits would wait for moments like this and catch up with the car. More charcoal
was put on the fire to make the car go faster, but it was no use. The car was as slow
as the passage of time. Eventually, the mackerels would fall into the hands of the

bandits, which caused tears of bitter grief.

Tte late Wr. Lee Reong-bi of Samoung Fishenies

Due to the perseverance of the mackerel carriers, people living in inland
provinces like Andong or secluded villages in the mountains had a chance to taste
these delicious mackerels. We would not be able to have such pleasant memories
without them. The image of our father coming home slightly drunk with a
mackerel in one hand on market day started from this.

Here in Andong there is a place that has made Andong salted mackerels for

over 80 years. That place is Samsung Fisheries. It is no doubt the pioneer of this
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Samsung Fisheries

The CEO ofSamsung Fisheries’ ﬂnafong
salted r{ry mackerels, Lee Cﬁang-sﬁié has been
maEing salted mackerels succeetﬁng his fatﬁer.
Without wanting a lot, he [ives tﬁinking that
}Jrocfucing delicious salted mackerels is his true
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In 2005, the industry was assigned as a
“traditional incfustry (icesnsee” 6y the CDaegu
regiona[ tax cﬁce‘

delicacy in Andong. It was during the Japanese colonial era when the late Mr. Lee
Keong-ki (died in 1976), father of the current CEO Lee Chang-shik, started the
business when he was a teenager at the age of 17. He started the job due to poverty.
Because of this, he was more diligent than others. He went to the producing district
in person to bring mackerels to Andong. The only means of transportation at that
time were his two sturdy legs. Working for another person wasn't easy either.
However, the need to make a living was what motivated him to spread his name.
Several years passed, and at the new market in Ogya-dong in the city of Andong,
a new life began when he independently established Samsung Stores. He now
had a family that he had to take care of. He worked harder. All he could see when
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he woke up at dawn or came back from work were the stars in the dark sky. The

unique taste of Andong salted mackerels was born in his hands.

Time flew. Unlike the past, transportation slowly developed. In 1975, Lee
Chang-shik, started working with his father after he left the army. Remembering
how difficult the past was, his father did not want his son to inherit the business.
However, as science developed and transportation and technology advanced, his
father changed his mind because he realized that there is always hope as long as
one is superior at one thing. He always told his son “Don’t try to put your hands on
everything, but be the best in one field.” From then on, Lee Chang-shik, learned
everything he could about mackerels from his father.

However, he faced an unexpected problem. His father, who never lost hope
even though he led a difficult life, fell ill. Eventually, his father passed away in
1976, a year after being diagnosed with his illness. His father passed without
seeing his son bring Samsung Fisheries to its current state of success. When he
thinks of his father who has spent all his life with mackerels, he feels sad. Even
today, when he thinks of that time, his eyes tear up.

Lee Chang-shik officially registered his business in April, 1978, and in 1997
he created the trademark “Andong Salted Dry Mackerel” that gained popularity
across the whole country. Moreover, in 2005, it was assigned as a “traditional
industry licesnsee” by the Daegu regional tax office. In addition, in 2007, it
moved from Ogya-dong's new marketplace to its current location in Susang-dong,
Andong-si.

The mackerels that are now caught near our country’s coast are gathered at the
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Busan Cooperative Fish Market. Everyday Lee Chang-shik delivers large, fresh
mackerels that are auctioned there from a refrigerator truck. Most people think that
seasoning the mackerels with salt is all there is to the process. However, that is not
the case. The mackerels that are brought in are washed with underground water
after their bellies are cut open. After that they need to be washed again with salt
water that has 4 percent salinity in order to be finally seasoned with a thick layer
of salt by the skill of professional craftsmen who have been seasoning mackerels
for 60 years. After undergoing the dehydration process for the next 5~6 hours, they
have to be cured for a certain period of time in a frozen state. Through this process,
the unique savory taste of the traditional salted mackerels is developed into the
enticing form that makes them so popular amongst modern consumers. The
Andong salted dry mackerels that are produced like this are packaged air tight and
then delivered to the consumers. Their methods are not only rooted to the methods
of the past. Samsung Fisheries’ Andong salted dry mackerels are here with us
today because of the extensive research that has been done on reducing the amount
of salt used in the process in accordance with contemporary dietary concerns.

Lee Chang-shik is a native who was born and raised in Andong. He has pride
in his family business, which he inherited from his father. For this reason, he has
placed his father's face on the packaging. He wouldn't have done this if he didn't
have pride in his family business and the Andong salted dry mackerels that have
been produced there for such a long time. You can see on his face the pride in the
craftsmanship that has been passed on through the family line. He always samples
the dry mackerels that are newly produced. It might be considered obvious, but if
he is not satisfied with the product, he can’t be confident the product will appeal
to the consumers. For this reason, the taste of Andong salted dry mackerels is
consistently excellent. Without asking for much else, he lives his life based on the

philosophy that producing delicious salted mackerels is his true calling.
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Currently, this product is being supplied exclusively to a well-known discount
store and the sales have been increasing steadily. It is a true wish to see one of our
country’s traditional foods, the Andong salted dry mackerels that are symbolic of

our nations’ memories, sorrows, and love, continue to bring joy to our tables.

Tip : The mackerel, blue backed fish

Mackerels contain high levels of EPA unsaturated fatty acid, which lowers your
blood pressure and prevents arteriosclerosis. EPA is also known to be good for
headaches. It also has a large quantity of DHA, a substance that activates brain cells,
which is very good for growing children and old people. Vitamin B2 contained in the

mackerels' skin can also relieve fatigue.

> Address : Susang-dong 820-35, Andong-si, Gyeongsangbuk-do

> Telephone Number : (054) 858-0805

>Founded in 1978 (first started in 1930 and has been in business continuously for 2
generations)

[>Selected as Local Root Company of North Gyeongsang Province

Nearby tourist attractions

Andong, as a place of Confucianism, has a lot of cultural assets such as Byeongsan
Seowon Academy, Dosan Seowon Academy, Hahoe Folk Village, Hahoe Mask
Museum, Bongjeong-sa Temple, Sinsedong Seven Story Brick Pagoda (National
Treasure No. 16), Gunja-jeong at Imcheong-gak Old House, etc. Please visit Andong

City Hall website at www.andong.go.kr for more information.
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Local Root Company

Ulleung—do Jeil Tofu

Ulleung-do Island is the only archipelago located in the East Sea of South
Korea. It is a beautiful island that functions as a gateway to the East Sea. There are
no accurate records stating when people started living there. However, based on the
excavation of artifacts such as Jiseok-myo (Dolmen), Mumun togi~ (Pottery), and
Galdol and Galpan” (Grinding stones) from Ulleung-do’s Hyeonpo-ri, Namseo-
ri, and Jeodong-ri, it seems that people began living on Ulleung-do during the
Bronze Age (1000 B.C.-300 B.C.) or the Early Iron Age (300 B.C.-1 B.C.). There
is also an opinion that an island in the eastern sea of Korea that was mentioned in

“Okjeojo ”, Samgukji Wuiji Dongijeon in the 20" year (246) of
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King Dongcheon of Goguryeo's reign is Ulleung-do. The first record of Ulleung-

do was found in the documentation when Isabu, a general of the Silla Kingdom,
subjugated Usanguk in the 13th year (512) of King Jijeung's reign. There is also a
record showing that King Taejo of Goryeo conferred government positions upon
* who rendered tribute to Goryeo in 930, the 13th

the residents of Ureung-do
year of his reign.

In 1614, the 6" year of Prince Gwanghae’s' reign, he sent the owner of Daema-
do Island a diplomatic document requesting that Japanese nationals not transit
Ulleung-do without permission. In 1693, the 19" year of King Sukjong's reign,
diplomatic disputes occurred due to the conflict between An Yong-bok and
Japanese fishermen around Ulleung-do. As a result, An Yong-bok went over
to Daema-do Island in order to settle the dispute with the owner of the island.
However, Japanese nationals continued to trespass into the waters around Ulleung-
do even after the dispute. Thus, An Yong-bok made his second visit to Japan in
1696, the 22" year of King Sukjong’s reign for a negotiation with Baekgiju, a
provincial governor. Finally, Ulleung-do became recognized as a territory of the
Joseon Dynasty. As a result of this recognition, a diplomatic document stating that
the Japanese authority would forbid its nationals to sail to Ulleung-do for fishing
was delivered to the Joseon authorities.

In 1900, the 4" year of King Gwangmu's reign, Ulleung-do was renamed

Uldo-gun and incorporated into Gangwon-do. It was then further divided into the

1. Prince Gwanghae or Gwanghaegun was the 15th king of the Joseon Dynasty.
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administrative districts Nam-myeon and Buk-myeon. Since then the administrative
district of Ulleung-do has been through several reorganizations. Finally, after the
establishment of the Korean democratic government in 1949, Ulleung-do came to
be known as Ulleung-gun belonging to Gyeongsangbuk-do. In 1979, Nam-myeon
was promoted to Ulleung-eup and the current administration system of 1 eup

(Ulleung-eup) and 2 myeons (Seo-myeon and Buk-myeon) was established.

Ullewny-do Jeil Tefu

On Ulleung-do, there is a tofu factory that considers itself to be the guardian
of traditional tofu just as Ulleung-do stands as a guardian of the East Sea.
This establishment is Jeil Tofu founded in 1973. This factory has been making
traditional Korean tofu for 40 years and has stubbornly adhered to the old ways.
Jeil Tofu was remarkably successful when it first opened for business. At that time
tofu and bean sprouts were popular. In those days, tofu made by Jeil Tofu was sold
all over Ulleung-do.

Jeil Tofu was taken over in 1979 by Kim Du-seong (85 years old), the father
of Kim Jeong-won (52 years old) who is the current president of Jeil Tofu. Kim
Jeong-won is carrying on a two-generation family business. However, Jeil Tofu

is having a tough time these days as tofu sales aren't as robust as they were in the
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past. This is partly due to a decline in demand for tofu in combination with Korean
people acquiring a taste for more diverse foods. As more sea routes to Ulleung-do
have opened and as it has become more accessible, packaged tofu brought from the
mainland has made inroads into Jeil Tofu’s market. Jeil Tofu is currently dealing
with the presence of this packaged tofu. However, it doesn’t overburden itself to
win the battle. Although Jeil Tofu is not equipped with automated facilities, it is
beloved by the residents of Ulleung-do because it makes tofu by hand with a sense
of pride. They continue to make their tofu nutritious and natural as they always
have. In addition, Jeil Tofu doesn’t keep any tofu in stock because it only makes
as much tofu as it can sell in one day. Mr. Kim Jeong-won, who has been making
tofu with his father since he graduated from high school, is always grateful to the
residents of Ulleung-do Island for their loyalty to Jeil Tofu. Nowadays, 200 blocks
of tofu produced a day are sold to restaurants, inns, and retail stores on Ulleung-do.
Mr. Kim Jeong-won is trying to make good tofu on behalf of his father who is in
poor health. He feels strongly that he needs to maintain the image of Jeil Tofu that
was created by his father. Therefore, the people of Jeil Tofu work diligently with a
sense of pride in creating healthy natural food. I hope that Jeil Tofu will last for a
long time, and continue to stand against the mass produced packaged tofu from the

mainland.

Togu, A Realthy Food Essential o oun Body
Tofu is known as the meat of the field. It means it is delicious and good for our
health. Tofu is also popular as a diet food because it is rich in protein and low in
fat and calories. Tofu can clean blood vessels in the brain as it contains isoflavones

also known as vegetable estrogens. It has also been shown to be highly effective
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in preventing dementia thanks to the enriched lecithin it contains. Moreover,
tofu can help alleviate menopausal symptoms, and the protein it contains is good
for growing children. Furthermore, it is effective in preventing constipation and
prostatic hypertrophy because it is rich in oligosaccharides. In addition, tofu is
good for preventing heart disease and helps to keep bones healthy. Therefore, tofu

could be considered to be a leading health food.

> Address : 9-1, Dodong 3-gil, Ulleung-eup, Ulleung-gun, Gyeongsangbuk-do
D> Phone : 82-54-791-2654
D> Founded in 1973. (a two-generation family business)

D> Selected as one of Local Root Companies in North Gyeongsang Province

Nearby Tourist Attractions

Ulleung-do Island has many places to visit, including Naesujeon Mongdol Beach
and Naesujeon Sunrise Observatory. Specifically, Seongin-bong Peak stands
986.7 meters above sea level, and is called Seongin-bong Peak because the mountain
looks sacred. It used to be said that if you want to understand Ulleung-do Island
properly, you need to climb Seongin-bong Peak, which has small and big peaks such
as Hyeongje-bong Peak, Mireuk-bong Peak, and Nari-ryeong Ridge. Seongin-bong
Peak is like the guardian mountain of Ulleung-do. The primeval forest (600 meters
above sea level) that forms around the top of Seongin-bong Peak is designated as
Natural monument No. 189. The forest consists of a rare tree colony consisting of
Tilia insularis Nakai, beech trees, and Acer okamatoanum Nakai,. It is covered with
fog for 300 days a year on average, and it is still shrouded in ancient mysteries. You
can overlook Sadong, where there is a lot of sand although sand is actually scarce on

Ulleung-do Island, and Dodong Harbor from the Dok-do Observatory. You can also
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appreciate the lights from squid fishing boats, one of Ulleungdo’s eight exquisite
views from the observatory, and you can see Dok-do on a bright day. In addition to
these attractions, there are many places to visit on Ulleung-do Island, including Juk-
do Island and Bongnae Waterfall. (Visit Ulleung County Office’s homepage at www.

ulleung.go.kr for more information.)
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